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,.AT GENERAL Vr\\*ov YWalters, Deputy | Dxrf-ctor of the

CIA says that the United States may be able to succeed io !

carrying outintelligence operations ina g,(vfd‘ sh bowl. Bue
he adds that if we do, it will be like going to the moon.
We will be the only ones ever to have done it. '
Walters made this remark at the /\mcrunp Qccurlty
Council luncheon in Washington on July 23, 1975, News media
treatment of his candid rema rks on the CIA and the dangers fac-
ing America today is sy mkolic of what is wrong with the approach
of im wportant clerments of the news media’s coverage of the CIA
investigation,

The W ashxm ton Star pn e .1) fol llowing General \anters
talk carsied "ucc stories on the CIA, occupying 70 column
inches of the paper (over half a page). The stories were headed:

(1) “"Did CIA Cause CO]O!"‘] 5, Dcuh‘ ' 2) “C IA Panel Nl
Call Kissinger™ (3) \Jxxon Tied to C!A Effort in Chile.” Not
one word was s.m,bo it General Walers™ talk, _gven thoug

the Star nad a reporter present. The New York Times also ig-
nored th The \‘\'/ashngmn Post devoled six inches to
General \V“lt(rs bur)mv the (epmt in a story | headed: “'Clifford
Urges Tmm to CIA Activities.” We were informed that both
the Al and UPI carried stories on the Walters' talk on their
wires, f"xt nO pitpes we examined used their m(mcs

st Y.

\‘_‘

The only respectable rcport we founJ was tn the crmsrrv.m\c
weekly, fluman Teentr, which Jed its August 2 “Inside Wash.

ington’ report with a 375-word story on the Walters talk.

The reporter who covered the talk for the dehmgton Star,

MNorman Kempster, told AIM that he did not do a story on |

it because Walrers had not said anything new. It would |
appeac that (i the minds ¢
that js newsworthy is material that is crivical of the CI A.
szemcnts that pur our znr»lllgernce activities in pmpcr
perspective, d-»f»ndmg !

,vna[ huas been doune, are simply not

iy

On February 3, 1975, a wp reporter for Assormlezl Prf:n‘
Peter Arnet, stated in a tatk ar the Air War Cul!em:, ‘It
seems to me that this 15 going to be the year that the 'spooks’
(CIA) get theirs, or they h.ive 1o start answering ques-

tions ... Many reporters that I know are starting o go 1o

“Washington and are trying to find all the security p»or)le

all the disconrented CJA officers und others who could feed
the grist for the mill to find the story of what went on. |

think there are going 10 }Appnwed?ﬁomRe{easexZO

aboui this in the next few months and the next year.”

sHme jommnnfs the only :hmu

At thattine Reed J. Inmv‘ Chairman of the Board of Al

“In his Americ

D4I

Release 2004/10/27 : CIA- RDP77M00144R000400090033-6
S HUMAN EVENTS
- f ol 6 September 1875

-

E]

made this rejainder to Mr. Araett. T am afraid that the big
story is one that the pressis 'mssmg entirely. Ii may be that
this is the year whcn weare poing.to (lf‘slm) our interoanl
sec um) establishment, when we are going to destrey or
greatly weaken our defease umblzshmcm, and when, in-
deed, vee are laying the groundwork for the demise of
(lcmocr?cy, or the citadel of dcmocraq, the United States,

hecause of the intent of the press to bring about an im-
mediate end without thinking of the ultimate consequen-

ces.

an Security Couacil talk, General Walters voiced
a simifar waring. szhu‘.ltS'\,n has, of course, advised us that
we are faced with a very dangerous situation in the world, but
this is not the message that usually comes from high government
officials in these days of detente. Despite what Norman Kempster
of the Washington Ster says, it should be news when the No. 2
man at the CIA gives a Solzhenitsyn-like warning.

General Walters told his audieace that the couatry was in "a
tougher power situation than it has bren since \/”1”"‘\'

"or‘uc,"
The reasen for this, ke said, was that for the

frst tice a foreipn
couttry has the
States.”

""power to destroy cr seriously cripple the United

General Walters pointed out that despite detente, the So'xcts
were c’°h'm'" r four new, different t}nes of intercontinental v
siigs, with siras of a They ure
larger and more powerful submarines und increasing the nuinber
andd improving the quality of thur tmks He said:

ult areas &

JoF N ! 1
fith on (he horizoan. butlding
£

“Ne gep in

cremendous

i 1.x1\dl} H
and improve the Soviet forces De)x’md wl
necessary for either deterrence or defense.”

: I;‘nl(u'_' 48

mederoize
Wt SLEms o mie o be

The General noted that the Doolittle Report on the CIA
tweney years ago bad concluded that the U, S, was faced
with a ruthless and fmplacable cremy who was determined
to destroy us by any means in their power, Asked whedher
we fuced that kind ()f encmy today, General Walters said:
"1 innk we are faving a rery touph situmiion, I dink the
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genera} Walters said that our position wus 55})ccizi‘.ly dungzrous
“because the people of the United States.and most of the Western
MWorld failzd to pereeive the great threat pused by the growing
milizary strengch of the Soviet Union, giving it the superiority
that might enable it to force its will on the rest of the world.
Asked if the CIA had failed to convey its pereeption of the
danger to higher officials on the Nationad Security Council,
General Waicers said: "We have simply conveyed the informa-
tion. They must draw their conclusions from " )

The Attack onthe
Intelligence Community

W hile welcoming a responsible, constructive investigation,
‘General Waltees suggested that the current assault on the
CIA is, in part, vafaic and is also being promoted, in part,
by people with ulterinr motives. He emphasized the point
that activities that were accepted twenty years ago afe
being condernned today. Standards would continue 1o
change and he feared that 15 ro 20 years from now the CIA
might be condemued for having failed to do things thar it
could rot do given current attitudes.

Generat Walters noted that many people now expect the intel-
ligencé services to operate with a degree of purity that will not be
reciprocated by our enemies. He said you were gojug to have a
rough time if you fought by the Marquis of Quecenshury rules
© when your opponent was using brass knuckles. The Doolittle
Report had said that we would have to match the dedication and
ruthlessness of our implacable foe That is not a popular idea
‘today, but General Walcers pointed out that even our revered
Founding Farhers recognized the need for covert operationi. He

said Geoege \¥ashington mounted three kidnap attemprs on

" Benedict Amold, and from 1772 to 1775, Benjamin Franklin
used his position as assistant postmas{ér to run 2 matl intercept

on the British. Personally he did not think it was a “dirty

trick” ro help democratic forces survive in a hostile eavironment.

Walters stressed that there was a need for secrecy. Harey
Truman had said that he did not believe the best interests
of tha country were served by going on the principle that
everyone had a righr to know everything. Truman had also
said that it did not matrer 1o the Unirted States whether i1s
secrets hecame known through publication in the media or
through the activitity of spies. The resutes wers the sirue,

General Walrers said the CTA had been hurt and its ability o
carry o its missior had been fenpaired by the attacks upon it
He saic: " People who ased to give us whole reports are aiving us
summaries, and people who used to give us summaries are shak-
ing hands with us. People who used to help us voluntarily are
saying don't come near me. This must be a delight to the

e

The A7 Report b

America-is-wrongers. For the people who helieve that the 155,
& the peop :

represents the hest hope of mankind for freedom tn the workd, it
is not an encouraging facior.”

\What is the big story today? Is it that a dozen years ago high
officials. perhaps the President, plotted  unsuccessfully w as-
sassinate a foreign dictator? Is it that a decade ago the CIA
accurnulated information about Armericans who wers leaders in
the effore to frustrate our very costly efforrs o keep Southenst
Asia from faling into the control of the Communists? Is ic that
the CIA conducted 32 wiretaps in 27 yzars?

General Walters said: "\Ve\h;w <apent an ennrmous amount
of ume rummaging'through the gurbage pails of history,
looking at [he '$0s and '60s, but the question of whedher we
are going to continue asa free and democeatic natton is go-
ing to be decided in the late "70s and "80s, and 1 hope we
will spend an appropriate amount of time on that period,
which is going to determine how we and our chiidren live
in the future.”

The news media are so absorbed in reporting the titilating
gossip. the tles of those disaffected employses that Peter
Arnett said his friends were huntnyg down, that they have oo
time or §pace W consider what they wre doing to institenons that
are viral to our survival. The Washiagton Pooz, which buried
General Walcers' talk, devoted 24 column inches of text and 17
coluran inchies of photos on July 12 to an unsubstantiared
charye that Alexander Buteerfield was a CIA “contact” 1n the
W hite House. This was part of the lead front page story of the
day. Three days later the Post published Buttertield's caregorical
denial of the allegation ina 12 colurmn-inch scory on puge A-3.

It reminds one of a sheep-doy chasing after hares while the
coyotes devour the lambs.

The above is from the July AIM Repors. Other stories in the
Repure nclude:. “The Media Coverup of the Year” {(How the
media have used, uncritically. the propaganda of the Peoples
Bicentennial Commission); " The Strange Silence Is Broken”
(A report on the helared editorial stand taken by the New York
Times on the crimes in Cambodia by the Communists); ~Apolo-
gists for Genocide” (How the Chréstian Science Monitor sugar-
coated Communist crimes in Cambocia); and "ABC Contrasted

with CHY7 {A comnparison of ABC s witlingness w admig zreoes

and CBS's refusal to do su).

(x5 you the fufest news in the =ffore
to stmulaze accuracy and fairne.s io the aatonal doforma-
tion madia. Subscriptions to the AIM Repors (published
monthly) are available for just 315 per year.

Contri%utians to Accuracy,in Meilia, Inc. are tax-
deductible. '
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Dv L want to suppors the weirk of AIM. Enclosed js my contribution of
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ey uhich I undersiand 10 be tax-deductible.

3 Plaese ente bicriptic : .
Wy entzr my subscription to the ALM Re‘fmrl. Fenclose pryment -

0/ $15.00.
O 1 enclose 3 for ; ; ‘
? copras of th / ; i
Report @ $1.00 per copy. 2 f the Judy ALY :
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,Plt:;f..s—.- u»mb,'(a‘checks payable to Accuracy in Media. 777 lérh.ﬁ‘r
N.W., Washingion, D.C. 20003. (202) 7834 107 7 |
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